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REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS & SUSTAINABLE FASHION
NORDIC LOOK CONFERENCE RIGA 4 and 5 NOVEMBER 2008

DECLARATION
Sustainable Fashion – a Standard for The Nordic Baltic Region

Recognizing the need for common sustained action to strengthen global environmental-, social- and economic sustainability within the fashion industry.
Recognizing that sustainability needs global solutions.
Recognizing that even though the knowledge base is considerable, there is a need for continuous and increased research.
Recognizing the need and the potential for  strengthening  the cooperation in the Nordic Baltic Region within the Fashion sector. 
Referring to the declaration by the Nordic Prime Ministers at Riksgraensen, Sweden on Globalisation and Climate Change

Referring to The Agreed guidelines for The Nordic Baltic Eight cooperation,
Recpognizing that the below process needs to be sustained and developed.

The conference agrees as follows

A region with special responsibilities and opportunities

Sustainable development and globalisation is a challenge and an opportunity for us all.  The 5 Nordic Countries share a commitment to pushing an environmentally conscious agenda for  themselves and the world. They  maintain and promote Human Rights and they have a strong tradition for  Fashion and Design as such. In this they are joined by the Baltic States who in addition bring additional bubbling energy, new ideas and opportunities.

Working together this region could have a special role to play in demonstrating leadership in developing sustainable fashion and at the same time increasing the global competitiveness of the Region. 
A number of specific initiatives as outlined below should be taken. 

- Sustainable fashion. The conference strongly supports the development of Sustainable Fashion and recognizes it as the only path forward if fashion is to retain and develop the role it has in society today.
- The Nordic Initiative Clean and Ethical Fashion (NICE)The conference fully supports the development of the above project. 
-  Base Code. The conference recognizes the need for a base code for sustainable fashion.
- Joint Website.In order to facilitate Sustainable fashion development a comprehensive portal should be set up.
- Fashion Summit  2009. The conference considers it essential to arrange a Fashion summit during the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen 2009, the COP15. 
- Research. There is a lack of research in within the area of CSR and fashion.
- Education. Both at design and business educations as well as towards businesses education and training within CSR and fashion should be strengthened.

-  The Individual Business. It is a primary condition for success in this area that it is made possible and feasible for individual businesses to understand and implement principles for sustainable fashion. 
- Regional Cluster. It is recognized that all countries in this region have something unique to contribute to the fashion industry. 
- Nordic Look Process. The conference recognizes that the achievement of sustainable fashion is a long term process. It encourages that Nordic Look continues.
